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Essay & Reflective Learning Information

Academic Option for 
Multi Element Behaviour Support – A Short Course’
The Callan Institute and the Dublin Institute have reviewed the course Multi Element Behaviour Support - A Short Course to allow for  more flexible modes of learning. These additional options will allow students to build their learning and earn additional ECTS Credits.
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What is an ECTS Credit?
ECTS stands for the European Credit Transfer & Accumulation System. This is a Europe wide programme that recognises student learning in various institutions, which  allows for a more flexible approach to learning. This means that students can get recognition for their learning from different participating colleges that can accumulate towards their qualifications. 
(See www.ec.europa.eu./education/programmes/socrates/ects/index_en.html)
The credits awarded for Multi Element Behaviour Support – A Short Course are at Level 9 (Masters Level). 10 ECTS credits are currently awarded for full completion of the Multi Element Behaviour Support – A Short Course, which is comprised of the applied learning portfolio and an academic piece of work. This is equivalent to a full module at Masters Level. Student can opt to take the Applied option (just the learning portfolio) and obtain 5 ECTS.
How do I earn the ECTS Credits?

Firstly, you need to submit your applied portfolio. Successful completion of the applied portfolio to a mark of at least 85% earns you the first 5 credits. The applied portfolio is always the basic building block of your study. The next 5 credits are earned by including an academic piece of work that demonstrates evidence of your theoretical and practical learning.
Tell me more about the Academic Option?

The academic option compromises of two short written assignments. 

The first is a 2,000 word  essay that focuses you on a theoretical aspect of Multi Element Behaviour Support. See DIT Guidelines on essay writing. (See http://social-sciences-law.dit.ie/?Social_Sciences:Student_resources). For graduation in 2012, the essay question is: 

Explore and discuss, as a practitioner, how the outcomes of the MEBS model (reduction in referred behaviour; generalisation factors;  maintenance issues, social validity, non-use of aversive or restrictive strategies and increase in quality of life factors) can be monitored for and reported on throughout the process. 

The second written assignment is based on reflective learning and requires you to think about your experiences during the course and describe how you integrated your learning into practice. It should be 1,500 words long and completed as follows:
Think of one learning experience you have had as a result of this course. A learning experience is most commonly a time when we are faced with a challenge which we use our new learning to overcome, or a time in which we develop a new solution to an existing problem. Now answer yourself these questions…..

· Did you consciously recognise it as a learning experience when it happened… or afterwards… or just now? 

· Did you spend time thinking about the learning experience after it happened? Did you think about what you had learned from it or what implications it may have on your practice? 

· What did you do as a result of this experience? Did you research or read into the area concerned? Did you discuss it with colleagues? Did you apply your learning elsewhere?

· How will this experience influence your practice in the future – what would you do differently now than what you would have done prior to this experience

Do I have to submit the Academic Option?

The Callan Institute remains committed to Practitioner Based Learning with meaningful outcomes for Service Users. Therefore, the primary outcome of the course is that Service Users are provided with a functioning Multi Element Behaviour Support Plan and that you are skilled to provide this support. You can opt out of the academic option and submit only the Applied Portfolio of Learning. However, you will only be able to claim 5 ECTS credits. 
I did the Academic Option – Why did I get such different results to a student who did the Applied Option?
The applied portfolio of learning is marked to an applied standard, where 85% is considered a pass and no grades are awarded. This high threshold is necessary due to the practical responsibilities that come with the correct implementation of the plan. If you decide to complete the academic option, you will be awarded an applied mark for your portfolio, but your final result will be presented as an academic mark for which the pass criteria is 40% and for which you will be awarded a grade. Although on the surface, this may seem like a lower mark, it is recognised as reflecting a more thorough understanding of Multi Element Behaviour Support in both practice and theory. 
If you have any queries or would like any more information, please contact us.
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