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EMERGING VOICES’
THE CALLAN INSTITUTE

EVENT DESCRIPTION

‘Emerging Voices’ is a celebratory event organised by
the Callan Institute for Positive Behaviour Support on
behalf of individuals who present with intellectual
disability and behaviours that challenge. This event
will be of particular interest to individuals with
intellectual disability, their families and circle of
supports ie staff and professionals involved in
positive behaviour support.

WHAT IS POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT

Positive Behaviour Support is an approach that
acknowledges the idea that difficult behaviour is a
language used by people who have no other way to
relay their message. The behaviour becomes
unnecessary when the behaviour finds a voice. It is
based on an assessment that involves ‘getting to know
the person’ and ‘getting to understand the behaviour.”
This assessment forms the foundation for a behaviour
support plan that focuses on not only reducing the
behaviour but also on improving the person’s skills
and lifestyle.

THE CALLAN INSTITUTE

The Callan Institute for Positive Behaviour Support is
a consultation and training services as part of St. John
of God Hospitaller Services. It promotes the use of
effective, non-aversive methods for working with
individuals who have challenging behaviours and
intellectual disability so that they can enjoy
community participation with dignity and respect.
The Institute was established in 1994 in the memory of
Brother Benignus Callan, OH.
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SPEAKERS

Opening Address

Fr Fintan Breannan-Whitmore, OH, Provincial,
St John of God Hospitaller Services, Dublin

‘Emerging Voices’
Dr Pat Walsh, Director,
Ms Caroline Dench, Co-Ordinator, The Callan Institute

‘Future Challenges For Positive Behaviour Support’
Prof. David Allen, Special Projects Team,
Cardiff, Wales

‘Behaviour Support - A Family Experience’
Ms Deborah Harding, Trasna Training Services,
Cork, Ireland

“The Power of Positive Practices’

Dr Gary LaVigna,

Institute of Applied Behaviour Analysis, Los Angeles,
California, USA

“Love is all you need’

The Relationship in Positive Behaviour Support
Dr Brian McClean,

Brothers of Charity Services, Roscommon, Ireland

PERFORMANCE BY

Quick Bright Things Theatre Company.
Quick Bright Things Theatre Company based at
Carmona Services, Glenageary, Dublin. Promotes the
mainstreaming of professional level theatre practise
performed by adults with intellectual disabilities. ‘By
Moonlight” has in the past twelve months, been seen
by rapturous audiences at the Project Arts Centre,
Dublin, Factory Performance Space, Sligo & Old
Museum Artscentre, Belfast. Supported by the Arts
and Disability Ireland, CREATE, and the Arts Council
of Ireland. Artistic Director Declan Drohan !

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT
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